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             Sabrina George 
School Council President: Kerrie Hunter  Vice President: Cheryl Matanisiga  
Secretary:  Julie Corr     Treasurer:  Allan Thatcher 
Newsletter 4601     November 12th,  2009 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS   
 
 
NOVEMBER  
 
19th ‘Ready..Set...Go’ Program: 1.45-3.15pm 
20th KPS Athletics Day-Years 3-6  
24th R.E. Christmas Finale 12-1pm 
25th Prep 2010 Information night: 7pm 
26th ‘Ready..Set...Go’ Program: 1.45-3.15pm  
 
DECEMBER 
 
8th Orientation Day: Year 6 to High School 
   Preps 2010 9.30-12 noon 
10th Excursion-Ringwood Action Sports: Level 3 
 Christmas Carols evening 
11th Excursion-Gingerbread Factory: Level 1 
 Amazing Race: Year 6 
14th Excursion– Elizabeth Reserve: Preps & Yr 6 
17th Graduation Evening 
18th  Whole School Assembly 
 Pool Day: Yr 6 
 Last day Term 4– 1.30pm dismissal 
 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

BUILDING FOR THE 21 ST CENTURY 
 
I thought I would add more to my Newsletter sent home last 
Tuesday concerning the changes about to occur at Kilsyth with 
the new buildings and give our school community a look into 
the future. Last Monday’s Age newspaper featured a large arti-
cle about the architectural designs, the architects behind them 
and the implications for our students learning in these new 
spaces. 
Victoria has been fortunate that the Department of Education 
and Early Childhood Development has approached the process 
of designing the new buildings to accommodate progressive 
teacher practice and the ways students learn. They have de-
signed spaces which are extremely flexible allowing for many 
options when it comes to student learning. These spaces are the 
most modern templates to be used under the Building Educa-
tion Revolution Stimulus initiative in Australia.  They incorpo-
rate the latest thinking about the effect of design on learning. 
Since March, over 150 architects have been co-ordinated to 
arrive at the various designs incorporated in the building pro-
gram. 1,253 primary schools will receive a new building of 
some kind and this will give you some understanding of the 
scale of this initiative. In fact the architects and the Department 
will be working together to produce information on how best to 
use the innovative spaces to enhance student learning. Not only 
will the buildings be absolutely fantastic but the landscape of 
the grounds around will also change quite dramatically to move 
from the harsh asphalt areas into passive outdoor learning areas 
surrounding the buildings. It is envisaged that the present trees 
will provide a feature and further enhance the area. You can be 
sure I will be making every effort to not have a single tree af-
fected by the building works. 

������������� �
Please complete and return your mobile 
contact phone number (last page of this 
newsletter). 
If we don’t receive your reply we will be un-
able  to communicate with you using this 
service. 
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Payments can now be made via internet bank-
ing directly into the schools Bank account. 
 BSB: 803 140 
 Account Number: 23183981 
 Reference: (Family Surname) 
As well, please send an email to the school 
so the money goes to the right place and stu-
dent. The email confirms your payment and 
states:  
Surname, Child’s name, amount and what the 
payment is for eg: Level 3 camp. 

E-mail: Kilsyth.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Chaplain’s Chat    
“Stop hitting your sister!” 

 
How often have you found your-
self yelling at your child, “Stop 
yelling at your brother/sister “, as 
they throw something in anger, 
stomp off scowling and slam their bedroom door shut, 
shaking everything on the wall.  “What is wrong with 
them, why do they always get so angry, they are so hard 
to talk to!”   
 

So often we’re left feeling frustrated, angry and a failure, 
yet we often don’t look at what our children are watching 
or hearing everyday.  Where is it that they hear angry 
shouting, see aggressive acts? Sometimes it is in their 
own home, where their parents, under pressure,  
experience the same difficulty keeping anger in check 
that they fail to realise it until they see it reflected in their 
children’s behaviour. 
 

Anger can subtly insinuate itself into our ways of 
behaving that it seems the only possible way of  
responding to certain situations. Gradually it becomes 
entrenched and it is not until we see this being mirrored 
in our children that it can strike an uncomfortable chord.   
 

What we do speaks far more loudly than what we 
say… children need to be skilled in and modelled helpful 
ways of resolving differences.  If we fail to use our words 
to tell others how we are feeling, if we fail to practise 
‘chill out’ strategies -: deep breathing, walking away, 
cool drink, physical exercise etc, if we resort to using 
hands or raising our voice, we inevitably teach them that 
this is the way strong, trustworthy adults manage stress 
so this is how I should do it too. 
 

Gill Van Der Ende 
Chaplain 
 

PS  Thankyou for all those who have already returned 
the Chaplaincy Questionnaires. They will hopefully be a 
valuable resource for our federal MP, Tony Smith, as the 
debate regarding the continuation for funding for  
chaplains hots up in parliament.  You can also e-mail 
Tony Smith directly on www.tonysmith.com  with your 
comments.   If you would like to know anything further 
about this lobby action please feel free to contact me.  
GV    

AFTER SCHOOL CARE BOOKINGS: 0417 152 297 

.   
I hope you are as excited about the new buildings as we are at 
Kilsyth Primary School and can’t wait to move our students 
into them. I understand there will be quite a deal of disruption 
but once we’re in the buildings it will quickly move into the 
past. 12 years ago the Kilsyth school community coped mag-
nificently with many very quick and devastating changes when 
the school burnt down and was re-built 2 years later. As our 
students did then, our students now will cope in a very positive 
manner with the changes occurring. As a staff and a school 
community we need to be working together in a pro-active 
manner towards the bright future Kilsyth undoubtedly has un-
der this building program. Students, parents and staff will have 
facilities second to none with the recent repainting of the 
school, oval re-construction, basketball court extension, syn-
thetic cricket pitches and practice areas, shade cloth, sand pit 
areas, undercover areas, and artificial grass and impact zones 
being installed around our play equipment. It is a school to be 
very proud of. 
 

As you can see, from the image included, the new building will 
be worth the disruption it causes.  In the end it will be far better 
than anything we could do with the portables. It is really a 
‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity for schools to benefit in such a 
positive manner. 
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