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CALENDAR OF EVENTS   
 
OCTOBER 
 
30th Excursion-Toolangi State Forest: Level 1 
 
NOVEMBER  
 
3rd Cup Day—Public Holiday 
4th ‘Be a Prep’ visit: 9.30am-11am 
5th ‘Be a Prep’ visit: 9.30am-11am 
6th ‘Be a Prep’ visit: 9.30am-11am 
 Interschool Basketball Competition-Level 4 
11th School Council Meeting 
12th ‘Ready..Set...Go’ Program: 1.45-3.15pm 
19th Ready..Set...Go’ Program: 1.45-3.15pm 
24th R.E. Christmas Finale 12-1pm 
25th Prep 2010 Information night: 7pm 
26th Ready..Set...Go’ Program: 1.45-3.15pm 
27th KPS Athletics Day-Years 3-6 ?? 
 
DECEMBER 
 
8th Orientation Day: Year 6 to High School 
   Preps 2010 9.30-12 noon 
10th Excursion-Ringwood Action Sports: Level 3 
 Christmas Carols evening 
11th Excursion-Gingerbread Factory: Level 1 
 Amazing Race: Year 6 
14th Excursion– Elizabeth Reserve: Preps & Yr 6 
17th Graduation Evening 
18th  Whole School Assembly 
 Pool Day: Yr 6 
 Last day Term 4– 1.30pm dismissal 
 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
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Payments can now be made via internet bank-
ing directly into the schools Bank account. 
 BSB: 803 140 
 Account Number: 23183981 
 Reference: (Family Surname) 
As well, please send an email to the school 
so the money goes to the right place and stu-
dent. The email confirms your payment and 
states:  
Surname, Child’s name, amount and what the 
payment is for eg: Level 3 camp. 

E-mail: Kilsyth.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

BUILDING WORKS  
 
I know it looks like not much is, hap-
pening but behind the scenes its mov-
ing along. Work should start in a few 
weeks with the portables being re-
moved. As with all projects there is 
only a finite budget and we have to 
make allowances to make sure our 
building has the correct infrastructure to take it well into the 
future for not only our current but future students. So once the 
arrangements are firmed up I'll be in contact with everyone 
concerning the actions that will be occurring and the help we 
will need from our community to assist with some aspects 
particularly moving furniture as there is nothing in the budget 
to cover this area. Information will be following soon. 
  
BULK SMS 
 
In today's Newsletter you will have received a letter explain-
ing and asking for an update of your details particularly your 
mobile phone numbers for emergencies. We have joined 
MGM Wireless who specialise in bulk SMSs which schools 
can utilise for different purposes including emergencies. We 
can even use it for informing parents of the arrival time of a 
bus returning students from camp or any other purpose. We 
won't be bombarding you with SMSs but it’s a way to get into 
contact very quickly with our community. It’s a very positive 
use of our current technology. 
  
CARPARKS 
 
I write often in the newsletter about being safe in our carpark 
and it is always great to see parents look after their children to 
the extent of getting out of the car and taking their children by 
the hand back to the car. Everyone is safe and drivers can see 
the adult walking amongst the cars where children are almost 
impossible to see. 
  
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chaplain’s Chat    
National Schools Chaplaincy Funding 

You may have been aware that as a 
result of the Australian Governments 
National School Chaplaincy Program 
(NSCP), funding has been made avail-
able for many government schools to 
employ a chaplain.   This funding will 
end in 12 months but crucial decisions 
about its long term viability are being 
made at present.  At the moment the Federal Government 
are discussing and will decide in the near future, whether to 
roll over, extend or cut funding for chaplaincy in govern-
ment schools.  There are many in the government who are 
against continuing the funding and their voices are loud.  If, 
as a parent/citizen, you have a hope that chaplaincy will be 
enabled to continue, your voice too can impact the votes of 
government representatives. You can support School 
Chaplaincy by emailing your Federal Member of Parlia-
ment. It's important that our local MPs know how wide-
spread the support for this program is.   
 
You can notify your MP www.tonysmithmp.com (via email) 
of your support of the current school chaplaincy program 
and your desire to see it extended.    The campaign will be 
more effective if the emails reflect your personal feelings.   
You may wish to express your support for the school chap-
laincy program and your desire to see it continue; this could 
include -: 

positive feedback you have heard from school, parents 
and students.  

an expression of your appreciation for the federal gov-
ernment funding which has allowed school chap-
laincy to flourish over the last 3 years.  

your concern that many school chaplaincies will no 
longer be sustainable if the federal funding is not 
renewed.  
The Case for Continued NSCP Funding 

The NSCP has contributed significantly to increased chap-
laincy numbers throughout Australian schools. Today, there 

are almost 2,000 state schools with a chaplain. However, 
about 65% of state schools still do not have access to a 
school chaplain, and there is a growing call for school 
chaplaincy services to be made available to far more 
school communities.  Our own school will be challenged 
by a severe funding shortfall if the NSCP is no longer 
funded, which may result in the end of our chaplaincy 
program 

“Principals consistently tell me that having a 
chaplain makes a very significant difference 
to the sense of well-being in their school. We 
know from our own networks that significant 
numbers of additional principals are keen to 
appoint a chaplain if there is more funding 
beyond 2010. We know that chaplains in 
highly diverse school communities are a 
positive influence for social inclusion. Fed-
eral chaplaincy funding is a relatively small 
outlay for far reaching support and encour-
agement for school communities in challeng-
ing times.”   

Thankyou for your interest and support, 
 

Gill Van Der Ende 
Chaplain 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE BOOKINGS: 0417 152 297 

PARENTS, SCHOOL AND CHILDRENS’ ATTITUDES 
TO THEIR OWN SUCCESS 
 
As we go through our days we deal with many different as-
pects of children in their academic, emotional and social 
development. Their understandings are always individual 
and different and one thing we've talked about often as a 
staff when discussing the way children learn is 'Don't assume 
they know what you're talking about'. We spend so much of 
our day talking, discussing, describing, analysing, expressing 
opinions, questioning that we must also spend time to ask 
ourselves 'Just what are the understandings our children have 
of what we've just been talking about?' Never assume they 
know exactly what you mean by what you've said even 
though you feel you have been very clear. Ask them 'Have I 
been clear' to give them a chance to ask anything about what 
you have said. 
It can be so easy to believe they have understood our 
adult descriptions when we haven't stopped to understand 
what they believe has been said. Adult perceptions of what 
we think children know can result in many half ideas and 
concepts being held onto by our children for many years. 
At Kilsyth we are endeavouring to develop our students’ 
abilities to develop and use language to a far greater de-
gree to what we accept now. Ask yourselves, How often do I 
accept a one word answer when I should delve a little deeper 
and ask my child to explain more fully and spend time devel-
oping their language. This will have immeasurable benefits 
in their school life when it comes to understanding more 
complex concepts in all areas of their education. 
It is just so important to talk to our children but not to answer 
for them nor accept simple answers where you end up doing 
most of the thinking (and talking) for them.  
Please think about what I've written and take the time to ana-
lyse the way you interact verbally with your child as you're 
their best and most influential teacher in their lives.   
 Allan Thatcher 
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